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TEXT:  1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
THEME:  WHO’S GOING TO HEAVEN? 
 
Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be 
deceived:  Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male 
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor 
slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  And that is what some of 
you were.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 
 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
Who is going to be in heaven?  Have you ever wondered about that?  What kind of people 
do you suppose will be there?  I suppose I’ve always thought that the people in heaven will 
be a whole lot like me—handsome, polite, and humble.  But how about you?  What kind of 
people do you suppose will be there?  Paul gives us the answer in our reading for today.  
Listen again as I read verses 9 and 10:  Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit 
the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived:  Neither the sexually immoral nor 
idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves 
nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom 
of God.   
 
Now you need to understand what kind of city Corinth was.  It was a major seaport, 
overflowing with sailors from many nations.  It was a popular tourist spot because its main 
attraction was the temple of Aphrodite, goddess of sex.  The way to worship Aphrodite was 
by participating in sex with one or more of the more than 1,000 temple prostitutes.  Corinth 
was one of the most pagan, decadent cities of the 1st century and sin ran rampant in its 
streets.  Yet God used Paul to establish a strong and growing Christian church there.   
 
Paul tells this congregation not to be deceived about WHO’S GOING TO HEAVEN.  He 
says, “the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God.”  Then Paul lists ten specific sins 
as examples of what it means to be “wicked.”  The first five are closely related and all deal 
with sexual immorality and perversion.  Of course, that should be no surprise when we 
think about what kind of town Corinth was.  Our nation is rapidly becoming a modern-day 
Corinth. 
 
Look at the change in morals that has taken place in our country.  As a church, we could 
never hand out Bibles at a public high school, yet the school can hand out free condoms to 
our students.  Some of our own Trinity young people live together without being married 
and are “protected” from church discipline by parents who don’t want their child “driven 
from the church.”  Wake up!  “Do not be deceived!”  The “sexually immoral…will not 
inherit the kingdom of God.” 
 
Paul goes on to say, “…nor idolaters.”  When immorality is your lifestyle, you are 
dethroning God in your life and worshiping something else.  You worship yourself. 
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Next, Paul mentions “adultery,” which is any sexual activity outside of your own marriage.  
Men and women are thrown together at work and travel together on business assignments.  
There are numerous opportunities for unfaithfulness.  Satan is attacking marriage and the 
home. 
 
Paul mentions “male prostitutes and homosexual offenders.”  We are constantly 
hammered about “gay rights.”  Homosexuality must be recognized as an acceptable 
lifestyle.  After all, whatever happens in your bedroom is your own business.  It doesn’t 
affect who you are anywhere else.  But that is not true.  Who we are in our family 
relationships, in our homes, even in our bedrooms, becomes who we are in the outside 
world.  And that will always affect how we interact with others. 
 
The Bible just simply says that no one who practices these sexual sins is going to be in 
heaven.  That’s pretty straightforward, isn’t it?  And maybe, just maybe, you are feeling 
pretty good about yourself right now because you aren’t any of the first five things Paul 
mentioned. 
 
Next Paul lists some more general sins whose practice prevents inheriting the kingdom of 
God.  “Thieves.”  Be honest—ever stolen anything…a test answer or some office supplies 
from work?  “The Greedy.”  Do we ever outgrow the “Mine! Mine! Mine!” phase?  
“Drunkards.” Our society is littered with the carnage and destruction that comes from the 
abuse of alcohol and drugs.  “Slanderers.”  Have you ever used words to tear down 
someone else?  Words can really hurt people, and we use them as weapons at times.  
“Swindlers.”  Ever take advantage of someone else?  These second five sins convict all of 
us who weren’t convicted by the first five.  So, none of us are going to be in heaven?  Hold 
on! 
 
Next comes one of the most amazing verses in the whole Bible.  Verse 11 says, “And that 
is what some of you were.”  Did you hear it?  All ten of these things, that’s what some of 
you were.  If you went to church in Corinth, you might sit down next to a former homosexual 
or thief or adulterer or greedy person or slanderer or immoral person or idolater.  There 
were all there.  That’s what they used to be.  They were these things, but now they are not. 
 
What happened?  Paul explains:  “But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”  Paul is 
talking about being washed in the waters of Baptism for the forgiveness of your sins and for 
the power to live a new life.  That new life is sanctification.  It means a change in the way 
you live your life.  You used to be immoral, but now you are not.  You used to be dishonest, 
but now you are not.  Your life is different because you are justified through faith in Jesus 
Christ as your Savior.  In God’s eyes it is “just as if” you had never sinned. 
 
So, WHO’S GOING TO HEAVEN?  Those who have been washed.  Those who have been 
sanctified.  Those who have been justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  When 
your sins accuse you or when others accuse you because of past sins, by God’s grace, you 
can say:  “That is what I used to be, but now I am different.  Now I am God’s child.”  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

O LORD, our LORD, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  Accept our 
worship and praise today because you have forgiven our sins through the 
sacrifice of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Your Holy Spirit has worked 
saving faith in our hearts through the Means of Grace and we ask you to 
strengthen our faith today, make it grow large and strong, through your holy 
Word.   
 
Dear heavenly Father, so often we are like your children at Corinth.  We 
become affected by the world around us and give in to the sin within us.  The 
devil lures into a sinful lifestyle and we eagerly follow.  Too often we look at 
your Word and your will and ask, “How much can I get away with?”  “If Jesus 
is my Lord, then how much can I sin and still go to heaven?” 
 
Instead of looking for loopholes in your Word and ways to get around your will 
for our lives, keep us looking at what you have done for us.  You have washed 
and cleansed us.  You have forgiven our sins and adopted us as your own 
children.  You have given us a new nature.  You have given us heaven as our 
eternal home.  Because of what you have done for us, we are no longer 
obligated to our old sinful ways.  Instead, we are joyfully obligated to you, to 
use our bodies, minds, and all we are to your service and glory.  Yet only you, 
living in us, can overcome the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh.  O 
Holy Spirit, keep us in step with you. 
 
On this Father’s Day, O heavenly Father, we thank you for all the blessings of 
both soul and body that you give us through our earthly fathers.  You require 
both diligence and accountability of human fathers, giving them the 
responsibilities of family leadership—not just in daily matters but, far more 
important, in spiritual matters, especially raising their children in the training 
and instruction of the Lord.  Forgive fathers for their failures, give them 
patience as they carry out the duties you have assigned them, and help us to 
encourage them as they live their lives in service to you.  Bless our 
“Courageous Fathers” Bible study group and give them all they need to serve 
you well. 
 
We ask all this in the name of our Brother and Savior, Jesus Christ, who made 
us your children and taught us to pray:  THE LORD’S PRAYER. 
 


